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Matter of definition: Who’s a ‘Communist’?

PASHINGTON—-With aston-
ishing speed, the Reagan ad-
ministration has plummeted

from its victory in the Philippines—a
triumph of level-headed, bipartisan
statesmanship—to the cheapest kind of
political thuggery in its effort to ship
$100 million to guerrillas in Nicaragua.

We have Patrick Buchanan, the
White House director of communica-
tions, to thank for this sudden de-
generation. In an article in The
Washington Post this week, Buchanan
wrote:

“By cutting arms shipments to -

Nicaragua's freedom fighters, by tying
the President's hands with the Boland
amendment, the national Democratic
Party has now become, with Moscow,
co-guarantor of the Brezhnev doctrine
in Central America.”

“Whose side are you on?” Buchanan
asks. “With the vote on contra &id, the
Democratic Party will reveal whether it
stands with Ronald Reagan and the
resistance—or (Nicaraguan leader)
Daniel Ortega and the Communists.”

There is your choice, fellow Amer-
icans. You are either with Reagan on
this specific, complex issue—or you are
a Communist. Maybe a comsymp. Or a
dupe. I don't believe former Sen. Jo-
seph McCarthy ever presented the
choice so starkly, but McCarthy was a
man of measured words and thoughtful
temperament compared to Buchanan.

“This is not McCarthyism,” says
Christopher Matthews, an aide to House
Speaker Tip O'Neill. “It's Charlie
McCarthyism. The little guy is doing all
the talking. If it's true, why isn't the Big
Guy saying it?"

Granted, the Sandinista government
in Nicaragua includes rascals and in-
competents who enrich themselves
while oppressing, intimidating and, on
occasion, murdering their own popu-
lace, to the extent that thousands are
fleeing—some to neighboring coun-
tries, some to join the guerrilla
movement.

The current problem for America is
how best to defuse this threat. The
Reagan administration’s answer is to

throw money at it. The current propo-
sal would grant $30 million in
humanitarian aid and $70 million in
weapons to....

To whom? This is the great, un.
answered question. The “contra” guer.
rillas are a feuding, motley group that
ranges from genuine, democratic
Nicaraguan patriots to the lowest form
of goons and criminals. They have a
name, the United Nicaraguan Opposi-
tion, but not much else.

Sad to say, the goons and criminals
have, so far, run the show. The Reagan
administration has been able to present
moderate Nicaraguan civilians—Arturo
Cruz, Adolfo Calero and Alfonso Robe-
lo—as the leaders of the anti-Sandinista
coalition. But the forces in the field are
under the control of former officers of
the hated National Guard of ousted
dictator Anastasio Somoza.

Robert Leiken, a specialist on Cen- -
tral’ America who has grown disen-
chanted with the Sandinistas, neverthe-
less writes in the current New York
Review of Books that the leadership of
the contras is not quite the idealistic
group of freedom-fighters described by
President Reagan.

Rather, he says, “they form a cabal
that is closely linked to a shadowy
network of expropriated landowners,
bankers, industrialists and former
associates of Somoza.”

While Reagan innocently talks about
arming the “contras” so that they can
force the Sandinistas to honor the origi-
nal goals of the anti-Somoza revolution,
he in fact proposes giving $100 million
to Somoza allies seeking to overturn the
revolution.

Among those who have opposed this
course oi action_Is John ﬁcMaKon.
depuly director and h Eest-ranlang
professional at the Cenffag Intelligence
Agenc*. Is he, too, to be denounced by

atrick Buchanan as a co-Euarantor of

e Brezhnev X
McMahon announced this week that he
S resigning.

ne of the lessons taught us by
Ferdinand Marcos as he left the Philip-
pines is that bipartisanship in foreign
policy pays off in U.S. foreign policy.
Another is that some people who take
money from us on the pretense that
they are fighting communism tend to
have extremely well-dressed wives.

0O YOU KNOW where this
$100 million will wind up? Will
it be in the hands of Nicaraguan
patriots like Eden Pastora, struggling
through the mud to fight for democra-
cy—or in the Miami bank accounts of
country-club anti-Communists?
Watch how you answer that. Guess
wrong, and Buchanan might call you a
Communist.
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